Match Report Saturday 11th October 2008

St Albans Romans Reserves vs. PSBCFC (0-2, HT 0-1)
A slightly reduced squad of 15 travelled to St Albans for an encounter which on paper looked set to be a routine win for the Potter Street boys. With one or two players absent following the previous week’s 4-0 drubbing of Milton Keynes, manager Andy Kitson reshuffled the side slightly to return to the familiar 4-4-2 formation.
Potter Street started in their usual style and quickly came to monopolise possession in the opening 20 minutes as they worked hard on what was a dewy but heavy playing surface. There were numerous shots at goal from outside the box but none were testing the Romans’ goalkeeper as he watched both shots and crosses fly over the crossbar of his unthreatened goal. 


Just as it seemed that the away side were beginning to grow impatient with their lack of goals the ball came to midfield new boy Trevor Dennis. From the centre circle he picked out an arrow like pass to Tom Newell who burst through the defence and calmly slotted under the onrushing goalkeeper to make it 1-0 to Potter Street. From here on Potter Street saw the chance to take the game away from their opponents and continued to get the ball into the box and had what the referee later agreed could have been a penalty for a clear handball. The score remained unchanged however and the sides went off for their oranges with it still at 1-0. 
Andy Kitson encouraged his side to play a high tempo game after the break and look to put the game away as their opponents, victims of 6-0 and 8-0 drubbings in previous matches this season, must have had a boost of confidence to know that they were still in touch with the Harlow side. 


Chances were still thin on the ground and the first change came on the hour mark as Lloyd Osagie made way for debutant Tim Ennis on the right side of midfield. With Potter Street still struggling to find a way through the Romans’ defence it was again midfielder Trevor Dennis who came close with a 20 yard shot that fizzed over the bar but left the visitors beginning to wonder if this was going to turn into a mad scramble at the end of the game. In the end it was Rob Redington who killed the game off with a well taken penalty following a goal line block from Tim Ennis’ 12 yard shot. The referee was perhaps thinking of making up for the first half as despite awarding this more controversial penalty, he chose not to caution the Romans’ defender for the handball. 
With the game almost complete the three remaining substitutes were given a run out up front as Dan Ricketts, Luke Kingsmill and John Fung replaced Rob Redington, Tom Newell and James Cantrell respectively. 


In the end neither goalkeeper had a shot to save in open play and the scoreline reflected PSBC’s share of the possession rather than their poise in front of goal. They will hope that they can return to goal-scoring form in upcoming matches in cup competitions before their top-of-the-table clash with Welwyn St Mary’s on November 1st at the club’s new Harlow home of the United Glass Sports Club.

Come on the Street’!

Writer - Dan Ricketts

